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PREFACE 

The set of publications in this volume of Bonn zoologi¬ 
cal Bulletin Supplement Series is based on the outcome 
of the Biota Africa subproject El 5a, organised by the late 
Dr. Karl-Heinz Lampet from the Zoological Research 
Museum Koenig (ZFMK). The project was dealing with 
Capacity building in biodiversity information systems for 
animals in East Africa and funded by the German Feder¬ 
al Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF). 

Apart from establishing the informatics infrastructure 
in the National Museums of Kenya (NMK), advertising 
the key staff and training of personnel on the initiative of 
the decision-makers of the museum, digitising the zoolog¬ 
ical collection of NMK was a main intention of the proj¬ 
ect. Data capture started with the type specimens and was 
later extended to a greater part of the whole zoological col- 

The National Museums of Kenya were initiated 1910 
by enthusiastic naturalists under the then East Africa and 
Uganda Natural History Society (now: East Africa Nat¬ 
ural History Society), later adopted by the colonial gov¬ 
ernment and provided with a new building under the name 
Corydon Museum. In 1963, after Kenyas’ independence, 
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it was renamed National Museum of Kenya 
(http://www.museums.or.ke, 2013). Nowadays, the muse¬ 
um has become the largest scientific zoological collection 
in Eastern Africa with approximately 3.5 million speci¬ 
mens. The collection mainly comprises material from 
Eastern Africa (Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania) with rep¬ 
resentatives from other parts of Africa. 

The current volume of BZB gives an overview of the 
type specimens held in NMK. In total, there are over 3300 
type specimens from 975 species. 175 specimens are holo- 
types (including lectotypes and neotypes) and 3068 
paratypes (including cotypes, allotypes etc). The majori¬ 
ty are invertebrates with 144 holotypes and 2790 paratypes 
in 926 species, while vertebrates account for 31 holotypes 
and 278 paratypes in 49 species. 

Finally, faunal lists are given for the nature reservations 
Kakamega Forest in Kenya and Budongo Forest in Ugan¬ 
da as presented by identified voucher specimens in NMK. 
A comparison with previously published faunal lists for 
Kakamega Forest shows the importance of including the 
rich faunal vouchers in NMK for estimating the biodiver¬ 
sity of that area. 
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Type status 
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